karla k. morton
Poet, Author, 2010 Texas State Poet Laureate

LITTLE TOWN, TeXas TOUR
2009-2010

As 2010 Texas State Poet Laureate, karla k. morton is dedicated to serving as an ambassador of poetry
and will take poetry across Texas with her Little Town, Texas Tour.

MISSION

The tour’s main mission is to bring poetry to schools across Texas, making poetry more accessible and
relevant to teens, especially in towns that may be underserved in the arts.

Another mission is to visit oncology/cancer centers across the state, where Ms. Morton will share from
Redefining Beauty, a poetry collection she wrote during her own diagnosis, treatment and survival of
breast cancer in 2008.

Along the way, Ms. Morton will also stop at universities, bookstores, military bases, festivals, poetry
gatherings and writing workshops.

BECOME PART OF THE TOUR

Ms. Morton is currently scheduling appearances across Texas. To see her current schedule, visit
www.kkmorton.com/events.html.

If you are interested in having karla k. morton come to your town, school or event during her upcoming
Little Town, Texas Tour (or are interested in helping sponsor the tour), please contact Kelly Kirkendoll
Shafer at kelly@shafercommunications.com or 817.236.6075.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO SPONSORS OF THE LITTLE TOWN, TEXAS TOUR!
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Day of Poetry for Schools Across Texas

As 2010 Texas State Poet Laureate, karla k. morton is dedicated to serving as an ambassador of poetry
and will take poetry across Texas with her Little Town, Texas Tour.

The tour’s main mission is to bring poetry to teens across Texas, making poetry more accessible and
relevant to students, especially in towns that may be underserved in the arts. Karla will do this by
creating a “Day of Poetry” in the different cities she visits, partnering with schools, community centers
and other teenage venues/groups across Texas.

A suggested agenda for each Day of Poetry event includes:

e A Little Town, Texas Poetry & Art Contest* (conducted and judged prior to event)

e Introduction of karla k. morton

e Welcome/greeting by karla k. morton

e Incorporation of other art forms — artwork displays, choir, band and/or theatre performances
e karla k. morton to present /introduce top 3 poetry and art contest winners

e  Winners read poems

e Live poetry readings from karla k. morton

e Q&A time with students and karla

e C(Closing

Requirements:

e School or other organizers to secure and set up a gathering space for event (including
microphone/sound system, seating, etc.)

e Communicate Day of Poetry date, time and place to students, faculty, town, media, etc.

e Conduct and judge Little Town, Texas Poetry & Art Contest prior to Day of Poetry

e Incorporate other art forms — choir, band, theatre, artwork — into the day, if possible

e Cost—no fee, except to cover expenses travel, lodging and one meal per day

* Please note: karla k. morton’s long-term goal is to create and publish a book to include her own poems
about the Texas towns she visits during this tour, plus the first place student poem or artwork from each
town. A publisher has not been secured yet for this project — it is still in the dream/planning phase.

www.kkmorton.com
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Little Town, Texas Poetry & Art Contest

Poetry and Art Contest Guidelines:

Open to students in Texas.

Entrants should write an original poem and/or create an original art piece about their town in
Texas.

There is no entry fee.

One submission per person. Students may enter one poem and one piece of artwork of any
kind, any medium (theme must be their town).

Each poetry submission should be no longer than 30 lines.

Each submission should include the person's complete contact information (on the submission
itself), including: full name, telephone number, full address and email address (if available).

All poetry and artwork submissions must be received, judged and ranked 1st, 2nd and 3rd place
by school-appointed, qualified committee before the Poet Laureate arrives. Judging criteria for
poems shall be: creativity and poetic form. Judging criteria for artwork shall be: creativity and
artistic form.

The top three winners chosen will be announced and invited to read their poem during the Day
of Poetry with the 2010 Texas State Poet Laureate, karla k. morton.

The top poem or piece of artwork may be included in a future poetry book about Texas. By
submitting an entry, each entrant (and his/her parent or legal guardian) agrees to allow karla k.
morton to include and publish work for promotional purposes and/or in the future book,
without compensation or notification.
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About karla. k. morton

karla k. morton, the 2010 Texas State Poet Laureate, is a celebrated poet, author, storyteller and
speaker. She is the author of Wee Cowrin' Timorous Beastie (a North Texas Book Festival Awards
Finalist), Becoming Superman and Redefining Beauty -- a poetry collection written during her journey
through cancer diagnosis, treatment and recovery. She has also written several books to be published in
2010, including Names We've Never Known, Stirring Goldfish and Karla K. Morton: New and Selected
Poems (part of the TCU Press Poet Laureate series). Additonally, Ms. Morton’s poetry has been
published in a variety of literary journals, including descant, AmarilloBay, the Concho River Review, the
Southwestern American Literature, Oak Bend Review, Wichita Falls Literary and Art Review, The Langdon
Review of the Arts in Texas, the Texas Poetry Calendar, lllya's Honey, Austin International Poetry
Anthology, New Texas, Denton Writer's League Anthology, and ARDENT.

Ms. Morton loves to promote poetry and serves as a board member of the Greater Denton Arts Council,
a founding member and board member of the Denton Poets’ Assembly (part of the Poetry Society of
Texas) and as a member of the Western Writers of America, the Writer’s League of Texas and the
Academy of American Poets. In her role as 2010 Texas State Poet Laureate, she has created a Little
Town, Texas Tour, taking poetry and the arts into schools across Texas, focusing particularly on small
towns underserved by the arts. She has logged thousands of miles across Texas already, speaking and
reading her work at such venues as schools, universities, bookstores, VA centers, libraries, festivals,
fundraising events, conferences, conventions and cancer support groups.

Ms. Morton has been featured on Good Morning Texas, NPR, ABC News, The Art of Living Gallery

(national show on Veria TV) and in the Dallas Morning News, Austin American-Statesman, Denton
Record-Chronicle, Fort Worth Business Press and Panache Magazine. She was born in Fort Worth,
graduated from Mansfield High School, holds a Journalism degree from Texas A&M University and
currently resides in Denton, Texas, with her two children and husband.

For more information, please visit www.kkmorton.com or www.facebook.com/karlakmorton.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

2010 Texas State Poet Laureate Karla K. Morton to Visit

Morton Brings Inspiration and Poetry to School with her Little Town, Texas Tour

(Insert Location), TX — (Insert Date) — School is excited to announce that 2010 Texas State
Poet Laureate Karla K. Morton will be hosting a Day of Poetry on (INSERT DATE) as part of her Little
Town, Texas Tour. School is located at (INSERT ADDRESS).

Morton is dedicated to serving as an ambassador of poetry for the state. She created the Little Town,
Texas Tour upon her appointment as 2010 Texas State Poet Laureate in order to take poetry to teens
across Texas, making it more accessible and relevant to students in towns that may be underserved in
the arts. The tour partners with schools, community centers and other venues across Texas.

The “Day of Poetry" will include a Little Town, Texas Poetry and Art Contest, readings by Ms. Morton
from her selected works, readings from the top three poetry contest winners, a question and answer
session with Ms. Morton, and the incorporation of other art forms into the day’s festivities.

"My childhood dream was to someday become a Texas State Poet Laureate," said Morton. "As a mother
of two teenagers, | know the importance of inspiring dreams and encouraging achievements, no matter
how difficult they may seem. I'm so honored to serve as 2010 Texas State Poet Laureate and as an
ambassador of poetry to the youth in our state."

Morton is the first woman named as Texas State Poet Laureate in more than fifteen years. Described as
a “celebrated poet” in the bill presented to the Texas State Legislature, she has been widely published in
literary journals and serves as a board member of the Greater Denton Arts Council and a founding
member and officer of the Denton Poets’ Assembly (part of the Poetry Society of Texas). She loves to
promote poetry, and has read her work across Texas, performing at such venues as schools, universities,
bookstores and festivals. Morton is also author of the book/CD titled Wee Cowrin' Timorous Beastie, a
North Texas Book Festival Awards Finalist, Redefining Beauty, Becoming Superman and several
upcoming books, including Names We've Never Known, and a collection of her works as part of the Poet
Laureate series by the Texas Christian University Press (to be published in 2010). She has a journalism
degree from Texas A&M University and has been featured on Good Morning Texas, NPR and a



nationally-aired episode of The Art of Living Gallery.

Morton will also stop at oncology/cancer centers across the state to share from Redefining Beauty, a
poetry collection she wrote during her own diagnosis, treatment and survival of breast cancer in 2008.
Morton, who is now cancer-free, learned of her appointment as a state poet laureate on the one-year
anniversary of her breast cancer diagnosis.

To learn about more about Karla K. Morton, her work and upcoming events where she will perform,
speak and/or sign books, please visit www.kkmorton.com.

About Karla K. Morton

Karla K. Morton, the 2010 Texas State Poet Laureate, is a celebrated poet, author and storyteller. She is
the author of Wee Cowrin' Timorous Beastie (a North Texas Book Festival Awards Finalist), Redefining
Beauty, Becoming Superman and several upcoming books, including Names We've Never Known, and a
collection of her works as part of the Poet Laureate series by the Texas Christian University Press (to be
published in 2010). Ms. Morton’s poetry, which spans many subjects and forms, has also been published
in a variety of literary journals, including descant, AmarilloBay, the Concho River Review, the
Southwestern American Literature, Oak Bend Review, Wichita Falls Literary and Art Review, The Langdon
Review of the Arts in Texas, the Texas Poetry Calendar, lllya’s Honey, Austin International Poetry
Anthology, New Texas, Denton Writer's League Anthology, and ARDENT. Additionally, she serves as a
board member of the Greater Denton Arts Council, a founding member and board member of the
Denton Poets’ Assembly (part of the Poetry Society of Texas) and as a member of the esteemed Western
Writers of America, the Writer’s League of Texas and the Academy of American Poets. She has been
featured on Good Morning Texas, NPR and the Art of Living Gallery national television show (episode
titled “Commemorating Life”) and loves to promote poetry, logging thousands of miles across Texas,
reading her work at such venues as schools, universities, bookstores, VA centers, libraries, festivals,
fundraising events, conferences, conventions and cancer support groups. Morton was born in Fort
Worth, holds a Journalism degree from Texas A&M University and currently resides in Denton, Texas,
with her two children and husband. For more information, please visit www.kkmorton.com or
www.facebook.com/karlakmorton.
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Media Contacts:

[insert school contact information]

Kelly Kirkendoll Shafer

Shafer Communications for karla k. morton

817.236.6075 or 817.235.3391
kelly@shafercommunications.com

High-resolution photos are available.
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Speaking/Presentation Request Form

Contact Person

Organization

Address

City State Zip

Telephone Fax E-mail

Are you a high school and want to participate in the Day of Poetry?

Please describe your event and/or provide website with more details:

Date & Time

Location

How do you plan on utilizing the poet laureate? (i.e.,presenting a reading, as a speaker, etc.)

Length of time Approx. @ of attendees

Will Karla be able to sell books at venue/event?

How will Karla be promoted?

FEES: Travel and lodging expenses must be covered, and a speaker’s fee of $100-$1000 is charged for events,

depending on distance traveled, size of group and nature of event. Fees help fund karla k. morton’s tour to high

schools across Texas.¢ KSNB Aa bh C99 OKIFNHSR T2N) a0K22f ayofJr NI A OA LI
Poetry or for military, charity or official state functions. However, lodging and meals must be provided for Karla

by schools 50+ miles outside of Denton, Texas. Please let us know if you require assistance with fees and

expenses.

Please return this form as soon as possible to:
Kelly Kirkendoll Shafer

Shafer Communications for karla k. morton
Phone: 817.236.6075

Fax: 817.887.3269

Email: kelly@shafercommunications.com



